Thrombopoietin agonists for the treatment of thrombocytopenia in liver disease and hepatitis C.
Thrombocytopenia is a condition of unusually low level of platelets in blood, resulting from an imbalance between the production and destruction of platelets, and is associated with aplastic anemia, myelodysplasia, and idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP). Thrombocytopenia can also be associated with severe chronic liver disease as a result of several factors that may act in concert, including reduced production of the endogenous thrombopoietic growth factor, thrombopoietin (TPO). This article examines the nature of thrombocytopenia, ITP, and TPO.